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You need not understand this life.
Then it becomes a festival.
Let every day just of itself occur.
Like a child, in passing by,
from every breeze,
receives a gift of many blossoms.

To gather and to save them,
that never enters the child's mind.
She gently unties them from her hair,
where they were kept with such delight.
And the hands of the loving, youthful years
reach out to embrace the next.

   Rainer Maria Rilke

Du musst das Leben nicht verstehen,
dann wird es werden wie ein Fest.
Und lass dir jeden Tag geschehen
so wie ein Kind im Weitergehen,
von jedem Wehen,
sich viele Blüten schenken lässt.

Sie aufzusammeln und zu sparen,
das kommt dem Kind nicht in den Sinn.
Es löst sie leise aus den Haaren,
drin sie so gern gefangen waren,
und hält den lieben jungen Jahren
nach neuen seine Hände hin.

Du musst das Leben nicht verstehen
(You need not understand this life)



Black of My Eye

Black of my eye
Frame of my mind
Drink never dry
Love of my Life

Parting is winter, your absence is sorrow
I wish to stay until the morrow
Between your fair arms
When the nightingale sings, “Terrow”

The corner of your eyes
Sparkle and they glisten
when you speak your solid words
everyone will listen 

Black of my eye
Frame of my mind
Drink never dry
Love of my life

Kunanbaev Ibragim Abai



Success

To laugh often and love much;
To win the respect of intelligent persons
And the affection of children;
To earn the approbation of honest critics
And to endure the betrayal of false 
friends;
To appreciate beauty;
To find the best in others;
To give of one’s self;
To leave the world a little better
Whether by a healthy child,
A garden patch
Or a redeemed social condition;
To have played and laughed with
enthusiasm
And sung with exultation;
To know that even one life has breathed
easier
Because you have lived
This is to have succeeded.

Ralph Waldo Emerson



The Just

A man who cultivates his garden, as Voltaire wished.
He who is grateful for the existence of music.
He who takes pleasure in tracing an etymology.
Two workmen playing, in a café in the South, 

a silent game of chess.
The potter, contemplating a color and a form.
The typographer who sets this page well,

though it may not please him.
A woman and a man, who read the last tercets

of a certain canto.
He who strokes a sleeping animal.
He who justifies, or wishes to, a wrong done him.
He who is grateful for the existence of a Stevenson.
He who prefers others to be right.
These people, unaware, are saving the world.

Jorge Luís Borges



Lessons of another kind

I came to teach, 
To see what I could find 
Inside my students’ deeper selves. 

I came to try and open minds 
Before they were seamed shut. 
I came to channel passages, 
Hoping to connect hearts to heads 
And hands. 

I came to entreat, 
To coax ennobled thoughts, 
Ideals, and love of self and others. 
I thought that this must come from inside out 
Into the essence of their beings, 
Into relationships, 
As connections to words and deeds, 
And pedagogic styles. 

I came to probe, 
And sometimes poke, 
To make them think, 
And laugh 
At small and narrowed views. 
For I wanted them to see, 
With their own eyes, 
Beyond the limitations of closed perceptions 
Into the beauty and the pain of others’ views. 

I came to teach, 
But learned instead 
That they had just as much 
To say to me. 
Their lessons were often raw, 
Sometimes unformed and yet complex. 

I came to give and yet was given. 
For through their gifts I saw anew 
That I must learn to guard against complacency, conclusions, 
And the allure of too soon ends. 

…



…

I came to grow, 
Unknowingly 
To shed my false, new scholar’s skin 
And metamorphose 
Into to something new 
And strange – 
Something far beyond the shadows of my old instructive self. 

I came to teach but was changed in other ways, 
And now remember that life is still a two way street. 
These were lessons 
I needed to commit to memory, again. 

Perhaps it is enough to say, I came to teach but learned instead.

Leslie Owen Wilson


